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There goes common sense right out of the 

window. 
But then again what does the state, local 

school boards, individual schools, or parents 
know? 

The federal government knows best or at 
least that’s what they think. 

Time to let local schools and parents decide 
what children should eat—not Washington, DC 
bureaucrats. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN HONOR OF DR. MAURICE 
WATSON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding Man of 
God, Dr. Maurice Watson, who will celebrate 
his 10th anniversary as the distinguished pas-
tor of Beulahland Bible Church as well as thir-
ty-seven remarkable years in the gospel min-
istry. A celebration will be held on Thursday, 
April 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Beulahland Bible 
Church in Macon, Georgia. 

On July 21, 1960, Dr. Watson was born the 
seventh of eight children to Ulysses and Jua-
nita Watson in Little Rock, Arkansas. He ac-
cepted the call to preach the Word of the Lord 
at the young age of sixteen and two years 
later, he was ordained. 

Dr. Watson earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education from Philander Smith College in Lit-
tle Rock, where he was Valedictorian of his 
class. He earned a Master’s in Theology from 
Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska and 
a Doctor of Ministry Degree from Beeson Di-
vinity School in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Dr. Watson’s first pastorate was at St. Mark 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, where he served 
for seven years. In November 1988, Dr. Wat-
son was called to pastor the Salem Baptist 
Church in Omaha, Nebraska, where he served 
for fifteen and a half years. During his tenure, 
the church’s membership almost tripled from 
1,200 to 3,500 souls. 

Middle Georgia gained an extraordinary 
leader when Dr. Watson accepted the senior 
pastorate of Beulahland Bible Church in early 
2004. With the vision of ‘‘Changing the World 
from Middle Georgia,’’ Beulahland opened a 
second location of worship in Warner Robins, 
Georgia in February 2005 under Dr. Watson’s 
leadership. The church also constructed a 
second worship facility on its Macon campus. 
The congregation now enjoys a state-of-the-art 
3,000 seat sanctuary in which to rejoice the 
Word of the Lord. Using Dr. Watson as a ves-
sel, God has reached into the hearts of many 
so that Beulahland has welcomed thousands 
of souls to this prolific ministry. 

Dr. Watson’s vision of ‘‘Faith on the Fast 
Track’’ has taken Beulahland Bible Church to 
greater heights than ever before. A dynamic 
and ever faithful pastor, his ministry has 
stretched across the globe. As one of the pre-
mier preachers of our generation, Dr. Watson 
is well-known and sought after for his anointed 
sound and understandable proclamation of 
God’s Word. He is motivated by his love for 
people, his love for preaching, and his belief 
that no one is beyond God’s reach. 

Dr. Watson has achieved numerous suc-
cesses in his life, but none of this would have 

been possible without the grace of God and 
his loving wife, Janice, and their two beautiful 
daughters. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in thanking Dr. Maurice Watson for ten 
wonderful years of changing Middle Georgia 
for the better, thirty-seven remarkable years of 
ministry, and a lifetime of selfless service to 
God, the church and to humankind. 
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TRIBUTE TO BEVERLY D. BUSH 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute a remarkable Hoosier, 
Beverly D. Bush, who passed away on Satur-
day, March 29, 2014. I wish to express my 
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for her 
leadership and service to our community, 
state, and country. 

Mrs. Bush was a lifelong Hoosier and she 
served as the Clinton County Republican 
Chairwoman from 1994 to 2009 and served as 
Vice Chair of the party for eight years. She 
served as a Delegate to the Republican State 
Convention from 2002–2012 and was a 2004 
Delegate to the Republican National Conven-
tion. She received the honor of being an elec-
tor for the 2012 Presidential and Vice Presi-
dential election. Mrs. Bush, also known by her 
friends and fellow party members as ‘‘Mrs. Re-
publican’’ mentored several people in party 
politics. Mrs. Bush also served as the Kirkland 
Precinct Committeeman for many years and 
was past treasurer of the Indiana Federation 
of Republican Women. She also attended the 
inaugurations of Presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George H. W. Bush. 

Mrs. Bush was one of the first people I met 
in politics. As a friend of my mentor, Sue Anne 
Gilroy, Mrs. Bush was always helpful and will-
ing to share her gentle wisdom to this young 
inexperienced candidate. Even after many 
years of public service, she still was able to 
teach me a thing or two about the business 
and life. 

Mrs. Bush will be greatly missed by the 
Clinton County Republican Party, the entire 
Clinton County community, and many leaders 
across the state both past and present. Mrs. 
Bush was a kind and caring woman. She was 
someone who would do whatever she could to 
help a friend or stranger in need and she vol-
unteered as a member of the St. Vincent Hos-
pital Pink Ladies organization. 

Mrs. Bush leaves her loving husband, Dr. 
Charles Bush, children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren and her extended Clinton 
County Republican family. Her legacy is one 
that will be remembered and honored by those 
who knew and loved her. Rest in peace my 
friend, and thank you for your leadership and 
service. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-

fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,578,141,920,035.68. We’ve 
added $6,951,264,871,122.60 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING DON GEAN FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF 
MAINE 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2014 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize a tireless and visionary 
leader in my state who is retiring after several 
decades of working to improve the lives of 
homeless Mainers. 

In 1985, Don Gean took over as director of 
the York County Alcoholism Center, which 
was housed in a crumbling former jail. Today, 
that organization is called the York County 
Shelter Programs, an innovative network of fa-
cilities and services that serves 400 clients. 
Among its facilities are a bakery where clients 
learn vocational skills while preparing the food 
served at several shelter sites; a working farm 
that produces eggs for the bakery and houses 
one of the largest solar arrays in the state; 
and 36 residences for transitional housing. 
Under Don’s leadership, the organization has 
come a long way from a condemned jail. 

Early on in his tenure, Don resolved that his 
organization needed to do more than provide 
beds and meals if it was going to make a last-
ing impact on its clients. To that end, he de-
veloped a range of vocational, medical, mental 
health and substance abuse programs to give 
people the support, tools, and self-confidence 
they needed to turn their lives around. Today, 
the shelter’s recidivism rate is an astonishingly 
low 5.3 percent. It has become a model pro-
gram for dealing with the challenges of home-
lessness. 

But the best way to mark Don’s legacy is in 
the words of the people he served. One man 
who first came to the shelter in 2007 now 
owns his own home and regularly volunteers 
for the organization. ‘‘This is a lifesaving orga-
nization,’’ he said. ‘‘Don is a big part of saving 
people’s lives, but he won’t tell you that. He’ll 
take no credit.’’ 

I had the pleasure of serving with Don in the 
Maine State Legislature in the early 1990s, 
where he became a statewide leader on the 
issue of homelessness. He was then and con-
tinues to be a practical, shrewd, and effective 
advocate, but above all a kind, good-hearted 
person who reminds us that no one in our so-
ciety should ever be written off. 

I wish Don all the best in his retirement and 
thank him wholeheartedly for his incredible 
work. 
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